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‘If You
Only
Knew’
movie
premiere

Stopping
the
pipeline to
prison
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Get ready for a star-studded
event to hit downtown. Local
film producer, Cranstan
Cumberbatch, and his crew
of talented actors plan to roll
out the red carpet at Baywalk, located at 151 2nd Ave.
N., bringing a touch of Hollywood to St. Petersburg.
“We’re making the community aware of the entertainment that actually
exists within the community,” explained Cumberbatch, a longtime resident
who wants to give the city
more reasons to come out
and support the arts.
“If You Only Knew,” was
filmed on location all over
the Bay Area. From the
University of South Florida,
Mahaffey Theater, and
even Bayfront Hospital,
Cumberbatch who also
wrote, directed, and stars
in the movie was excited
with the warm reception
his film crew received.
“We got to work with
some major companies,” he
said surprised when the
Courtyard Marriot downtown and the Melting Pot
Restaurant opened their
doors and allowed them to
film. “They were truly in
support of the project.”

Top: Community members at the vigil holding hands and singing “We Shall Overcome.”
Bottom: L-R, Dr. Rick Davis, Rene Flowers, Watson Haynes and Darryl Rouson



BY STAFF WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG —
Demonstrations are planned
for 100 cities this Sat., July
20, to protest George Zimmerman’s acquittal for murder and manslaughter in
connection with the fatal
shooting of 17-year-old
Trayvon Martin in Sanford
and to urge the Justice Department to investigate

whether Martin’s civil rights
were violated.
Last Saturday night,
an all-female jury acquitted Zimmerman of all
charges, freeing him from
further criminal prosecution in Florida.
At a rally in front of the
Justice Department Tuesday, Rev. Al Sharpton, president of the National Action
an(NAN),
Network

nounced that “Justice For
Trayvon” prayer vigils will
take place in front of federal
buildings in 100 cities this
coming Saturday to add
pressure on the Justice Department to bring a civil
case against Zimmerman.
NAN is now planning
a statewide drive in
Florida against its “Stand
Your Ground” law, a
movement that can be

spread to 28 other states
that have similar laws.
Monday night the St.
Petersburg Chapter of the
NAACP held a vigil for the
outrage over the Zimmerman verdict and a prayer
for Trayvon’s parents. Located at 1501 16th St. S., St.
Petersburg, community
leaders officiated over a
standing room only crowd.
See CHANGE page 4

See MOVIE, page 9

Louis Murphy, Jr.’s 1st Downs for Life
6th Annual Football Camp
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

Cranstan Cumberbatch

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last Sat., July 13 was filled
with local kids vying for the
opportunity to meet and
train with hometown NFL
star Louis Murphy, Jr. at
his 6th Annual 1st Downs 4
Life football camp. Excited
pre-teens and teens were
able to not only meet the
football star, but practice
with him as well.

Since its inception, the
camp has worked with
thousands of boys in the
community, and this year
was no exception. Held at
31st Street South Sports
Complex, located at 5401
31st St. S., Murphy, who
was recently traded to the
New York Giants, and a
host of NFL superstars
such as Jonte Green from
the Detroit Lions and
See FOOTBALL, page 10

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Pinellas County Urban
League led a “Community
between
Conversation”
concerned parents and
members from the Florida
Department of Juvenile
Justice last Tues., July 9 at
the Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
“This is your opportunity to speak as parents and
community stake holders,”
event moderator Randy
Lewis said as he encouraged the room to express
what programs the city
needs when it comes to
preventing teens from
starting down the wrong
path. “You have an opportunity to talk now, so say what
you need.”
Wanda Williams Finnie,
Assistant Secretary for the
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ), is with
the Office of Prevention
and Victim Services in Tallahassee. Bypassing typical
meeting protocol, she
didn’t wait for introductions
and accolades, but dove
right into the purpose of
the meeting: laying out the
pathway for reform.
“Change often comes
with challenges, brick
walls, a lot of naysayers,”
she expressed explaining
the roadblocks usually encountered when implementing new paths or a
different way of doing
things. “People want to
hold you back, but you
keep pushing forward.”
And that’s precisely

See PIPELINE, page 3

NFL superstars giving back.

Wanda Williams Finnie
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Specializing In:
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OPINION
Justice denied

BY MARIAN WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA Columnist

The reaction to the not
guilty verdict from George
Zimmerman’s jury was
swift and strong. Young
people poured onto the
streets in peaceful protests
in Chicago, Los Angeles,
New York City, and Wash-

ington, D.C. By 3 a.m.
more than 100,000 people
signed an online petition
urging the Justice Department to pursue civil rights
violation charges against
George Zimmerman.
The outrage over the
killing of an unarmed black
teenager who was doing
nothing wrong must continue until some semblance
of justice is achieved. People who want to keep faith
in American justice feel uncomfortable, upset and disheartened. Where is the
justice if walking while
black is enough to get you
“stopped and frisked” in
New York City and fatally
shot in Florida with its
senseless violent “Stand
Your Ground” law that allows people to defend

themselves with deadly
force anytime and anywhere they imagine they
are or say they feel threatened even if they are the
stalker?
Many decades of struggle and progress to eliminate
racial
profiling,
arbitrary arrests, unfair
sentencing, imprisonment
and criminalization of
black males at younger and
younger ages are being reversed by determined special interests like the gun
lobby putting profits before
the most basic American
civil rights. The National
Rifle Association and their
allies, including the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC), determined efforts to support
and pass “Stand Your

Ground” and other destructive laws to protect
guns rather than children
perpetuates the epidemic
of gun violence, especially
for black male teenagers
like Trayvon Martin.
Black children and
teens were 17 times more
likely to die from a gun
homicide than white children and teens in 2010.
Since 1963, 59,265 black
children and teens have
been killed by guns —
more than 17 times the
recorded lynchings of
black people of all ages in
America between 1882 and
1968.
What made a black
male teenager in a hoodie
walking home in the rain
appear suspicious and “up
to no good” in George Zim-

merman’s eyes? Would he
have stopped a white male
teenager? Isn’t it long past
time that we have a candid
conversation about how we
can create a post-racial
America for our children
and grandchildren beginning today?
Let us refuse to be
silent. If Trayvon Martin’s
parents had been silent
and other voices had not
joined with them, George
Zimmerman never would
have been arrested and
never would have been
brought to trial. Let us
continue to refuse to be
silent until all the George
Zimmermans of this world
are deterred and held accountable for vigilante justice against black males.
Let us refuse to be silent

until the killing of black
mothers’ sons is as important as the killing of white
mothers’ sons. Only then
will we have a post-racial
America.
Marian Wright Edelman is president of the Children’s Defense Fund whose
Leave No Child Behind®
mission is to ensure every
child a Healthy Start, a
Head Start, a Fair Start, a
Safe Start and a Moral
Start in life and successful
passage to adulthood with
the help of caring families
and communities. For more
information go to www.childrensdefense.org.
Read more: http://
www.nnpa.org/news/commentary/justice-denied-bymarian-wright-edelman/#i
xzz2ZHuqnRFN

been purchased by the National Rifle Association
lament gun violence but are
unwilling to do anything
about it. So the violence
continues.
There are heart-breaking stories of those who are
massacred. Young men and
women at the cusp of adulthood who happened to be
“hanging out” with friends
on the wrong corner. Fathers who agitated an enraged driver. Children who
“got in the way” of a random bullet. The NRA says
that guns don’t kill, people
do. But people without guns
can perhaps wreak havoc
without creating a fatality.
While the population of
the United States exceeds
300 million, there are about
280 million guns in civilian
hands. Every year, 4.5 million firearms, including
about 2 million guns have
been sold. While many do
not own guns, those who
do keep acquiring them –

the average gun owner had
nearly seven guns in 2004,
up from four guns 10 years
earlier. More than 30 people are victims of gun violence each day. A third of
them are under 20; half are
between 18 and 35. Gun violence is the leading cause
of death of African Americans in that age group.
What if George Zimmerman had not had a gun? If
he did what he was told to
do, police officers may have
come and questioned
Trayvon as he proceeded to
the house of his daddy’s
friend. Or perhaps there
may have been a fist fight.
There surely would not
have been a deadly bullet,
and while Zimmerman was
the slayer, our gun laws are
complicit in Trayvon Martin’s execution.
How many young people have been victims of unintended violence, victims
of drive by violence, people
just minding their business

and losing their lives for
minding their business?
How many people with
axes to grind would whoop
and holler instead of carrying guns to workplaces,
schools, and other places?
How many crazy legislatures are relaxing gun laws
to allow people to carry
guns in bars and near
schools? How many retailers, such as Starbucks, refuse to ban guns in their
establishments (in states
where openly carrying
guns is legal)?
As we mourn for
Trayvon Martin, let us also
recognize the scourge of
gun violence. If we restricted gun ownership,
this tragedy, and thousands
of others, may not have
happened.
Julianne Malveaux is a
Washington,
D.C.-based
economist and writer. She is
President Emerita of Bennett College for Women in
Greensboro, N.C.

Looking beyond George Zimmerman

BY JULIANNE
MALVEAUX
NNPA Columnist

Trayvon Martin might
not be dead except for the
fact that George Zimmerman carried a gun and
acted as a wanna-be policeman. Rev. Al Sharpton and
others deserve props for
rallying people and insisting that Zimmerman be
brought to trial. Anytime a
gun goes off, I think somebody has to go to trial, simply to ensure that their
actions be accounted for.

Zimmerman was found not
guilty, but least he has been
made somewhat accountable for his actions.
Zimmerman isn’t the
only one slaughtering
young black men, though.
Too many of our young
brothers are slaughtering
each other. In Washington,
D.C., rising senior Omar
Adam Sykes was killed on
Independence Day. He was
a victim of an attempted
robber y, when two men
approached he and a
friend with guns. The
Howard University police
say that robberies on campus are on the decline, but
I don’t think that Omar
Sykes’ parents find that
any consolation. Indeed,
one young black man lost
to gun violence is too
many, whether the perpetrator was a vigilante like
George Zimmerman, or
another young black man
who is so desperate for
dollars that he will kill an-

other brother.
Seventy-four
people
were shot, and a dozen
killed in gun violence in
Chicago during the July 4
weekend. Two of them
were young boys, aged 5
and 7. Much of this is gang
violence, and too many of
the victims were in the
wrong place at the wrong
time. No matter. This
scourge of gun violence is a
plague on our nation, but
especially on the AfricanAmerican community.
The online website
Slate estimates that more
than 6,500 people have
been killed this year
through gun violence. The
Centers for Disease Control says it is at least twice
as many. Since the massacre of 20 children and six
adults in Newtown, Conn.,
there has been a marked
concern about gun violence. Concern, however,
does not move legislation.
Those politicians who have
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A community conversation

 


From PIPELINE, page 1

what the DJJ and their
team of specialists have
done. Although armed
with statistics, Finnie
didn’t need to spout them
off; noting the disproportionate number of black
children in the system is
not something the state or
nation should be wasting
money on trying to prove.
“There are a lot of programs out there. A lot of
studies have been done, a
lot of money has been
spent, and what do we
know,” she asked the
crowd. “There are too
many black boys in our juvenile justice system.”
Initially starting as a
road map tour, Finnie and
her followers visited 12 different locations throughout the state, conducting
three meetings in each
area. But the general consensus was too much talking by state officials and
not enough time listening.
So with the Prevention
Committee, the state is attempting to give Florida
neighborhoods a voice.
St. Petersburg was the
17th community conversation, with the DJJ’s goal
being to cover all 67 counties. So what did our community have to say? Plenty.
Theresa Jones is a parent of a now 22-year-old
man that has been involved with the DJJ since
he was 15 and wants to
know what changes the
department has implemented to deter teens
from traveling down a path
of destruction.
“I’ve
experienced
going to see my son at two
juvenile programs,” Jones
said as she explained how
she watched her child go
from an honor roll student
to being in trouble with the
law. She believes the
downward spiral begins
with not enough summer

opportunities for AfricanAmerican children in low
income families where parents have to work. “What
are they doing to stop this
and make a difference,”
she asked.
Finnie recognized that
prevention belongs in the
Juvenile Justice continuum
and noted a primary step
in the right direction is the
infusion of prevention into
every single section of the
DJJ system. This year it
implemented a program
that aims to prevent children from entering the juvenile justice system
altogether, instead of only
focusing on them once
they’ve already committed
a crime.
“Many times what happens with the honor roll
type students is parents
and family members want
to think it’s a phase,”
Finnie informed, insisting
there are signs starting at
ten and sometimes even
younger. Parents don’t
want to recognize increased time on the computer, disconnecting from
family, arguing about
everything, and spending
too much time behind
closed doors.
“Truth is if we grab
onto those kids at that moment and start working
with them then we can prevent those kids from getting involved in the DJJ
system,” she said.
But as others spoke, it
was evident there was
much more on their
minds. Some wanted to
know how to prevent labeling of their child in the education system, others
wanted to know if they
could be paid to mentor
youths. But the main
theme boiled down to a
lack of communication between teens and parents,
parents and educators,

Courtesy of

community members and
state officials.
“We have to start looking at parenting, not necessarily because parents
don’t know how to be parents,” she clearly explained that parents are
sometimes too overwhelmed to play the role
effectively.
Her goal is to develop a
parenting system that will
allow guardians to stay upto-date and unravel the
mystery with state jargon.
She also encourages children and parents to share
information with each
other and other families in
the community.
But Pinellas County
Judge Patrice Moore said
the problem is in the psyche of the younger generation.
“Kids don’t dare to
dream that they can be
somebody because mom’s
been in jail, daddy’s been in
jail, grandma’s been in jail,”
Judge Moore explained,
“and they have no hope.”
Moore agreed with the
DJJ that communication is
key and believes in programs to help families orchestrate the system
easier, but she chastised
the community for not taking the initiative to join together and solve the
problem from within.
“You can’t ask the department to raise your

kids,” she told attendees
emphasizing that if parents
don’t take responsibility for
knowing where their children are and opening the
doors of communication
now, the streets will step in.
“As a community we need
to come together and save
our babies. They are not
department babies.”
But all agreed a simple
solution to prevention of
life in the juvenile justice
system is the mentoring of
a child. Whether it is a parent, family member, or a
volunteer, sometimes just
the gesture of standing by
a child can make all the
difference.
“It’s tough,” Finnie
agreed as she acknowledged parents with busy
schedules and the need to
work. After speaking with
many children of different
ethnic backgrounds who
are already a part of the juvenile justice system,
Finnie stated that what it
all boiled down to for each
kid was the lack of having
someone there for them.
She encouraged that
the best prevention to the
pipeline to prison is to be
an active part of children’s
lives. “It is an arm around
them, or a pat on the head,
or sitting down and reading a book,” Finnie explained. “Whatever it is,
just be able to give what
you can.”

Bethel AME Family & Friends Day
ST. PETERSBURG Pastor Bryant A. Fayson
and the Bethel African
Methodist
Episcopal
Church members invite
you once again to our Annual Family & Friends Day
Worship Service, Sun., July
21 at 10:30 a.m.
Located at 912 3rd Ave.
N., St. Petersburg, we
humbly request everyone’s
presence if you are able to
attend, with special invitation extended to the former
and present residents of historic Methodist Town.

Our guest speaker for
the hour will be Associate
Minister Watson Haynes of
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church where Rev. Rickey
Houston Senior Pastor presides over the congregation. Minister Haynes is
presently the President and
CEO of the Pinellas County
Urban League and he has
held positions on numerous
government and community boards.
For more information,
please contact the church at
727-822-2089.

       

     

       
      

 

        


     













Public Notice
The waiting list for all bedroom sizes
for Jordan Park Apartments,
located at 1245 Jordan Park St S,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
is closed effective 7/12/2013,
and no applications will be
issued or accepted.
  



 









 




Minister Watson Haynes will be
the guest speaker.
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

 











 

PUBLISH YOUR
LEGAL NOTICES
IN THE WEEKLY
CHALLENGER!
We offer competitive
rates and distribution in
Pinellas and Hillsborough
counties for your legal
advertising needs.
Call 727-896-2922 today!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Outraged community
From CHANGE , page 1

“This is where we need the
community; this is where all of
us have to play a major part in
sending a message that this is
not a joke,” said Watson
Haynes, President and CEO of
the Pinellas County Urban
League as he urged the community to convene on the steps
of the Federal Courthouse
building in Tampa, 801 North

Florida Ave. (When we went to
press, rally time was not set.)
Pinellas County School
Board member Rene Flowers
encouraged the room to get involved and have those unjust
laws stricken from the books.
“I have two African-American males that I get to embrace
and Trayvon’s parents cannot
embrace him. They can’t hug

him anymore; they can’t give
him gifts anymore. But what
they can do, and what we can
do is to not let that young man’s
death be in vain. That starts
with changing the law.” she exclaimed.
Flowers asked for continued outrage on the Zimmer
verdict, and to not let the issue
die. “What is expected is that

we’ll rally for a couple of weeks,
and then it will die.” She
stressed that no one should do
anything that will jeopardize
their freedom, but to make
sure they “stand for what is
right.”
Dr. Rick Davis, Chairman
of Concerned Organizations
for Quality Education for Black
Students and State Represen-

tative Darryl Rouson both encouraged attendees to challenge the status quo and stand
up for change.
“If this does nothing else
for us I hope this challenges us
to be a part of the political
process, the law making
process so that we can actually
influence what’s read to the
jury so that when they go back

to deliberate, they deliberate
on something we voted on,”
said Rouson as he encouraged
the crowd to make their way to
Tallahassee and to keep pressure on the politicians.
When the floor was open to
crowd, comments ranged
from shock to anger by the verdict. Here are a few comments
made that night.

Ashley Green – There are not enough
Trayvon Martins in this room right now. We have
failed to appreciate and teach and show the
value and worth in our young men…We have to
change that before others will.

Janet Wright – My son was involved in a similar
incident. He was on his way to the bus stop
in the morning and a man jumped the curb and
got out of the car and accused him of breaking
into his house. My son franticly knocked on a
neighbor’s door and they called the police.
The police verified that the man had a gun.
I’m thankful my son is still alive.

Renee Sloan – I think it is wrong how he
got off scot-free. A young man is dead. They
can’t hug him; they can’t throw birthday parties
for him no more. That’s not right.

Towana Benjamin – How far does someone
have to follow you before you defend yourself?
That’s like someone following me all the way
to my house. Why can’t I defend myself?
All Trayvon did was stand his ground.

Laquanda Peterson – I was angry and very
upset and hurt. It hit home. I have brothers
a little older than Trayvon was.

Theresa Jones – I was saddened; it hurt my heart.
The verdict basically said our black boys’ lives are
worth nothing, and that he was basically
responsible for his own death.

Chris Davis – The verdict can’t be changed, but
how can we prevent it? One of ways is to become
more engaged in your community and become
more aware of the youth around you.

Alfonso Woods – I think the verdict lined
itself up with the law. It doesn’t in my mind say
that George Zimmerman is innocent…They tried to
convict him of second degree murder and I don’t
think the prosecution had the evidence to support
that kind of conviction. I think the laws have to
change. It should never be ok for an innocent
man walking down the street to end up dead.

Gladys Cooper – I can’t say I was surprised. I felt
the same way I felt the night I heard Martin Luther
King had died. I felt distraught and numb…
You can’t even walk to the store without worrying
about who’s following you.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 


 









Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 






    





Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry











   
    
   
   
  
   
    





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  


Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels



  
  
     
   
 

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.



Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.



Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    

     

Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming in July
July 15-19 - Vacation Bible
School - Theme: Jesus Family
Reunion. Bring the Family together in the unity of Jesus
Christ for the best reunion yet!
As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord: Joshua 24:15.
Registration for VBS: 6 - 6:40
p.m. VBS Hours: MondayThursday 6:30 - 8:15 p.m. VBS

Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays & Thursdays (closed
during holiday seasons and
school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Hours: Friday 6:30 -9 p.m.
July 22-26 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Congress
and Youth Convention held in
Daytona Beach, FL. St. Mark
CYM will attend.
Coming in the Month of
August
Aug. 14 - St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church Back
to School Bash for the Child’s
Park Community Time: 6:30
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Place: Child’s
Park-4301 13th Ave. S. Purpose: To help children in the
Child’s Park community get
ready for back to school by
equipping them with school
items they need as well as
food, fun and fellowship with
the Word of God. Will be provided with haircuts/salon
vouchers, clothing and store
vouchers, dentistry for children & teens, Florida Kid Care
(Health
Insurance),
gift
Cards/other give-a-ways
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
July 29 - Aug. 1 - Join us for
our annual Vacation Bible
School (VBS) nightly at 6:45
p.m. Theme: Rock It Out!
Praising the Living GOD with-

out Limits – Psalm 18:46.
Theme Verse: “The LORD
lives! Praise be to my Rock!
Exalted be God my Savior!”
Motto: Praise be to my Rock!
Registration is now and volunteers are needed. Please contact Sister Sharon Wilson or
call the Church Office for further information 727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open

doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday
for Noonday Bible Study or
each Wednesday night at 7 as
we study in the book of Mark Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Prayer Tower COGIC
Prayer Tower COGIC is
holding Vacation Bible
School July 22-26 from 6:30 8 p.m.

We are located at 1137
37th Street South, St. Petersburg. Everyone is welcome!
Contact: Elder Ricardo

Welch (727) 550-6022 or Sister Darlina Herring (727)
418-5908.
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One last shot
Doubled over, hands on knees and
feeling jabs like white-hot needles
pierce my chest; I suck in precious air
like a Hoover Deluxe. A voice asks if I’m
good.
“Sure. Fine. Let’s go,” I say, straightening up.
Only minutes ago I was shooting
around casually in my corner of the outdoor basketball court, seeing if I could
improve my consecutive free-throw
record, when a super-skinny kid (think
swizzle stick with limbs) approached
me. “Up for a game?”
Why not? Usually I keep to myself.
Sometimes I play one-on-one with my
friends, but they are also firmly in their
30s and I like to think I am better than
they are. Mostly we just play HORSE,
that mildly competitive contest that
even little school kids play. A real game
would be a good challenge.
So I follow Swizzle to the far end of
the adjacent court, toward two other
guys who will complete our foursome.
One is a pasty-skinned kid with a headband, and the other hulking, baby-faced
kid reminds me of Lenny from “Of Mice
and Men.” I estimate that all three are
college freshmen, at least 20 years
younger than I am.
First team to 11 wins.
Swizzle and I are on the same side,
and from the moment I in-bound the
ball to him it’s clear he’s a competitor.
He sinks some buckets from the
perimeter, but also manages to twist
and turn his way inside to score as well.
When he does pass it off to me I feel
like he wants to give me a chance, and
I’m terrified of letting him down, this
utter stranger I just met.
I blow some easy shots, but manage
to hit one or two under the rim. But it’s
clear Swizzle is pulling the weight.
Clearly, all these guys are energized,
and I’m nowhere near used to the frantic pace as I struggle to keep up.
Lenny and Headband find a rhythm
and keep the score close. On defense, I
plant my feet and throw up my arms but
Lenny only barrels into me with his
bricklayer’s frame, knocking me a few
feet back. I guard him again and we repeat the dance, he just keeps dribbling
and shoving me back with his rear end,
and I just keep shuffling backward with
my useless arms stabbing the air, looking silly.
Though we are ahead 8-4, after a few
more steamroll jobs on me Lenny banks
in a few to make it 8-7. My breathing’s
getting heavier and I double over for a
second, battling not to show how out of
shape I am. Swizzle nails a couple from
the top of the key and pulls us to within
one point of victory, but I miss three
shots in a row with one rejected so thunderously by Lenny I thought the ball
would explode. Then I have the ball
promptly stolen from me twice and just
like that the game’s tied at ten-all. Next
point wins it.
A strange, unfamiliar dizziness overcomes me and I take a knee, focusing
on a squashed bug on the court to keep
from blacking out. I strain for air with
the ragged breathing of an asthmatic
walrus. (I have a quick vision of the kids
rolling over my limp body in search of
a medical alert necklace.)
“You good?”
At the start of the night, I felt I could
still do anything. But it’s these kids dribbling circles around me (literally) that
still have it all ahead of them: astronomy
exams, graduate schools, rewarding careers, disappointing jobs, successful relationships, failed marriages, kids,
mid-life crises, Nobel Prizes or what

have you. So much of their life movies
are yet unscripted, and I realize that’s
what I resent more than anything.
After all, it’s hard for a man to admit
there are things he can no longer pull
off, whether it’s starting a career as a
blue-mohawked rocker, picking up
21-year-old co-eds at a college bar, or
holding his own during a physical contest with three lousy punks.
Suddenly I straighten up and signal
I’m ready to continue. I’m not going
down without a fight. This is no longer
four guys playing some insignificant
pick-up game. It’s cassette players vs.
iPods, Pac-Man vs. Lethal Judgment 4,
Chuck Taylors vs. Whatever-$200sneakers-the kids-wear-nowadays. And
even my own teammate is the enemy
here.
After I receive the in-bound pass
Headband keeps swatting at the ball,
figuring he can slap it from my cement
fingers again, but I dribble protectively.
I spot Swizzle dancing around the
perimeter before breaking free of
Lenny then screaming for the ball. Apparently, this is too important a shot to
be entrusted to the Old Guy.
But I reach into my limited arsenal
and attempt a move I haven’t used since
Ronald Reagan ruled the free world. I
take a stutter step to my left, then
swiftly execute a jerky pirouette back toward my right all while launching the
ball in a sort of spinning, leaping hook
shot. I invented it years ago to completely befuddle the defender.
And befuddle him it does here, as I
let the shot go. Only thing is, I heave
the thing at least fifteen feet higher than
I have to. It flies out of my hand like a
grenade soaring toward an enemy foxhole, then pauses in mid-air well above
the backboard before beginning its
downward arc directly over the basket
and swishing straight through the net.
Game over.
Everyone stands nailed to the court
slack-mouthed and shell-shocked, not
knowing if they had just witnessed a
flawless secret weapon unleashed at the
perfect moment or the luckiest fluke of
a carnival shot since Dr. Naismith first
nailed a peach basket to a gymnasium
wall.
I offer up my knuckles to each
player in what turns out to be some
awkward fist bumping, muttering ‘good
game’ with each tap, then pick up my
Spalding and stride off the court, surprisingly rejuvenated for a man close to
flopping down on the pavement only
moments ago.
I know I’ll be out there again next
week, happy enough to return to my
solitary corner of the court shooting
free throws, in competition only with
myself.
As I swing open the chain link gate
door it croaks its resistance and I shut
it behind me with a metallic click.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

‘Soul In The Gardens’
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Music, laughter and poetry
will fill the air at The Legacy
Gardens of the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American
Museum on the evening of
Sat., July 27. Located at 2240
9th Ave. S., the museum will
present “Soul In The Gardens,” an entertainment variety event set among the
lush palms, tropical foliage,
and twinkling white lights
that has made the gardens a
treasure of the community.
It is an oasis of serenity,
sophistication and enchantment. Chris Warren, committee member of the
museum, has taken up the
challenge to bring quality
and unique entertainment
options to the community.
He wants the public to embrace the museum as a viable avenue for local events,
entertainment and cultural
diversity.
“Soul in the Gardens,”
will be Warren’s inaugural
chair event at the museum,
and he envisions that everyone will have a foot tapping,
handclapping good time as
the audience is treated to
performances by the band
“Relentless Groove,” a ninemember group of powerful
singers and musicians.
“St. Pete hasn’t quite
seen anything like this,” he
said enthusiastically. “We
want to bring the past to the
present, from James Brown
to James Ingram, to Jay Z.”
He wants a combination of
“reflective genres all under
the umbrella of good music.”
There will also be poetry
readings and a comedian.
Warren has been involved in the world of music
most of his life. He gives
credit to the late, legendary
Peggy Peterman for making
a lifelong imprint on his life
by his involvement with her
annual Black History Pageants, and more importantly
for what this pioneer showed
him by being a living example of giving back to the community.
“She was an enemy of injustice,” Warren stated as he
explained how she gave him
a sense of pride, humanity
and placement in the world.
“She was a peaceful warrior,
who’d explained ‘sometimes
you fight and sometime you

stay still and be very quiet.’”
The museum is only part
of Warren’s busy world. The
Lakewood High graduate attended Florida A&M University and obtained both his
bachelor and master’s degree. He also received his
doctorate at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind.
where he also taught. He is
now a professor at St. Petersburg College where he
teaches American Government and American Politics,
but shuns the title that he
worked hard to obtain.
“I prefer educator,” Warren stated humbly. “It’s not
what you call me; it’s what
you can get from me.” He
feels that in this position he
can change a child’s perspective and offer them a positive
black male role model.
“Kids are skeptical,” he
stated. “A lot of time the
black man that they see is

not a teacher or nurturer to
them. They don’t believe
that the person has their best
interest at heart.”
Excited about the upcoming event, Warren is
happy that it is being performed in the historic Jordan
Park area. “I want this [museum] to be a beacon of history and light to the
community,” he said. “It’s
important for the kids to see
the potential. This is the beginning of a musical revolution in our city.”
Warren is using this as
an opportunity to open the
door to bring music and
community together. Sharing, learning and music are a
positive mixture for success.
For “Soul in the Gardens” event information
please call Dr. Carter G.
Woodson Museum at 727323-1104.
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Argie Jones went home
ST. PETERSBURG –
Twelve days shy of her 101th
birthday, Argie Jones went
home to be with the Lord.
Born on July 21, 1912, in
Flint, Ga., Argie was the
fourth child among five girls,
with an older brother from a
previous marriage.
When Jones was still a
young girl, the family moved
to Quincy, Fla., and by age 20,
most members of the family
had moved to St. Petersburg.
“She was a very diligent,
hardworking young lady,”
said her granddaughter Patricia Miles at her 100th
birthday celebration last August at the St. Petersburg
Garden Club. Immediately
upon setting up residency,
Jones became involved in the
church. A member of 20th
Street Church of Christ in St.
Petersburg from the day it
opened its doors, she redefined faith, commitment and
loyalty.
“The church has been
there for 83 years. Sister
Jones has been at 20th Street,
83 years,” Pastor Robert
Smith recalled at the same
celebration. “When you talk
about faithfulness you have to
look at Sister Jones.”
Jones’ dutifulness didn’t
stop at the church doors either. Her strong sense of
right made her a staple of the
family and a loving, reliable
ally when times were hard.
Although she experienced more than her fair
share of despair in her lifetime, Jones consistently put
aside her own needs and
made a habit out of stifling
her own pain. Instead she focused on fixing the ailments
of others.
Not only did she raise her
five children, but she extended her arms of love to
her family. One selfless sacrifice Jones made was taking in
her 12-year-old nephew. She
also reared her grandson
Floyd from the time he was
nine months old and when
her brother and sister-in-law

CRA designation for south side
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Charles Cuffie, Floyd Cuffie, Boston Cuffie,
Martha Scrivens, and missing from the
picture is son Richard Cuffie.

Argie with her grandchildren in 2012.
passed away in a house fire,
she took in their three month
old as well.
Determined to raise her
children and her “adopted”
children on her own, Argie
denied many suitors vying
for her heart.
“There were a lot of people that wanted to marry my
grandmother,” Miles reminisced with a chuckle, “but
she told them, ‘all you can
take off in my house is your
hat, so you just better keep
going.’”
Jones stayed true to her
word and remained single
until the day her youngest
boy married, “then she
eloped to Tampa,” family
members remembered with
fondness.
Her 100th birthday celebration continued with more
funny stories showcasing
Jones’ sense of humor, and

the family believes it is this
laid back way of looking at
life that has added to her
longevity.
Jones’ goodness shined
through that evening when
she said, “God is good. I love
people. I love all you all.”
Argie Jones touched
many lives in her span here
on earth. Right until the day
she left this realm, she taught
others kindness, honestly
and respect by not only talking the talk, but by walking
the walk.
A viewing will be held
Fri., July 19 at 3 p.m. at the
Lawson Funeral Home, 4535
Central Ave., St. Petersburg.
The wake will take place that
same evening from 6:30-7:30
p.m. at 20th Street Church of
Christ, 825 20th St. S., St. Petersburg, and the funeral at
the same church Sat., July 20
at 11 a.m.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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ST. PETERSBURG —
Community members are
urged to contact the Pinellas County Commissioners
and express support for
the city’s effort to get a
Certified Redevelopment
Area (CRA) designation
for parts of south St. Petersburg.
More than 150 people
attended the Revitalization
Plan Community Kick-off
meeting Mon., July 15 held
at the Pinellas Technical
Education Center. Project
Manager Rick Smith presented the city’s proposal
to get a CRA, which would
set aside a percentage of
increased revenues from
annual property taxes for
development of blighted
areas located on the south
side of the city.
This on-going funding
stream of taxpayers’ dollars will allow the city to establish what is known as a
“tax increment financing”
(TIF) program that will
fund acquisition of land
and capital improvements to
support economic development projects. TIF is a public financing method used
for redevelopment, infrastructure, and other community-improvement
projects throughout Florida
and other states in the
United States.
In the past, the Pinellas
County
Commissioners
have designated CRAs and
served as the governing
body for the program. However, in this case they have
decided to conduct a workshop on having the city
serve as a co-governing
body with the county.
“This is the first opportunity to fund a CRA that is not
in downtown,” Commissioner Ken Welch said. “The
county’s tradition has been
that we only fund CRAs in
downtown areas…This is an
opportunity for the first time
to create a CRA that actually
address what CRAs are supposed to address, and that’s
slum, blight and the impact
of poverty.”
He went on to explain
where the opportunity to
create this CRA came from.
It was when the Belleview
Biltmore was granted a
CRA, which is not in the
downtown area of the City of
Belleair. Mayor Bill Foster,
Karl Nurse and the county
commission saw this as an
opportunity to get a CRA
designated to south St. Petersburg.
During the question and
answer session, City Coun-

Commissioner Ken Welch

CRA Coordinator Rick Smith
cilmember Wengay Newton
asked Welch if the county
designated CRA for the City
of Belleair was setup without
a different governing.
Welch’s response was “yes”
and that he did not understand why there is a discussion about two governing
bodies for the south side
CRA.
Welch added that the
majority of the commissioners want a workshop probably sometime in September
after the budget is finalized.
The Southside St. Petersburg CRA has two proposed TIF districts; one for
the 34th Street corridor and
one in the greater MelroseMercy/Pine Acres neighborhoods. The 34th Street
corridor extends from 5th
Avenue North to 30th Avenue South, and the Melrose-Mercy/Pine Acres is
bounded generally by 22nd
Street South, 20th Avenue
South, 9th Avenue South
and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Street South.
Both the City Council
and the Board of County
Commissioners will play an
important role in what types
of projects will be funded
with TIF funds. Pinellas
County has guidelines already in place on how TIF
funds can be used by its
cities. Any changes to the redevelopment plan must be
approved by Pinellas County.
Other stakeholders include members of the 2020
Plan, and member Gwen
Reese encouraged community members to provide

meaningful involvement
with this process.
“You can help us with
making connection with
county commissioners and
voice support and press
them to move forward,”
Reese said. She added that
the community can also
identify new or different approaches to development
too.
Some citizens expressed
concerns about this being
just another plan that
sounds good, but without
oversight might not materialize. Concerned resident
Maria Scruggs attended the
meeting and voiced her concerns about appointing a
neutral person to monitor
the process. She wanted to
know if the group would
consider identifying a neutral person to lead and coordinate the planning effort.
Reese answered the
question saying, “There is
transparency and accountability with this process…
There is a strong piece in
the plan to bring transparency and accountability
to the process.”
Also in attendance for
the meeting were Mayor Bill
Foster, Councilmembers
Leslie Curran, Karl Nurse,
Steve Kornell and Representative Daryl Rouson.
There are public meetings planned for the rest of
the year and citizens interested in getting involved
should contact Rick Smith
with the City of St. Petersburg at 727-893-7106 or
rick.smith@stpete.org.
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Local film debuts at Baywalk




From MOVIE, page 1

But not everything was
smooth sailing. In order for
Cumberbatch to enter the
movie as he intended in the
American Black Film Festival, there needed to be a
quick turnaround in its creation. After nearly two
weeks of casting calls and
auditions, the film was fully
cast.
Just days before shooting was to begin, however,
he found himself without a
lead actress. And there had
already been previous casting issues. One actor had
moved prior to filming and
one landed a role as an understudy in a Broadway play
in New York.
“We had our share of regrouping,” he said discussing some of the pitfalls
in the quick casting of the
movie. “We ended up going
with people who we knew
had aspirations to act.”
But casting wasn’t the
only issue facing the project.
When filming initially commenced and preparations
were being made to send it
out for competition, Cumberbatch
and
codirector/writer
Keith
Preyor realized the film wasn’t long enough. So cast and
crew quickly scrambled to
produce additional scenes
in order to be eligible for
submission, but missed the
deadline by a day.
“Through a different
blessed opportunity we got
to tackle this from an even
grander perspective,” Cumberbatch said. “To put this
on display for the community, to actually getting it on
the big screen.”
“If You Only Knew” is a
112 minute feature film
about relationships and the
secrets they hold. When a
group of college buddies reunite to honor Chris
Whims, played by Cumberbatch, for winning a humanitarian award, his college
and current business rivals
show up and reveal hidden
secrets that promise to destroy his personal relationships.
Cumberbatch has spent
a lifetime performing. After
college he was discovered
by an a cappella gospel
group. He moved out to California and lived the life of a
professional recording artist
for three years.
“I learned more than I
wanted to know about the
business,” he said as he relived those early day experiences in entertainment.
But life in the fast lane
wasn’t where Cumberbatch
wanted to be, so he decided
to return to St. Petersburg

Hair
It Iz
Hair
Salon
$3.00 OFF
Black Soap
1-855-HARITIZ
(1-855-427-4849)
hairitizsalon.com
Good 6/1/13
thru 9/30/13

BY PEARL AND MEL SHAW

Corporate partnerships: what does your nonprofit
bring to the table?

where he could slow down
a bit.
“I tried to take a break
from it, but it was like a fire
surging through my bones,”
he admitted as he discussed
how he’s stayed active since
returning home. “It just
wouldn’t leave me alone.”
In 2004, he recorded an
album titled “Lovely,” and
from there he started his
Romantic Expression Show,
where local artists, amateur
and professional, perform in
a two-hour variety show.
“They call me and say,
‘Hey, when’s the next
show,’” said Cumberbatch.
“It blows my mind.”
The popular local venue
allows artists to connect intimately with the audience
and is run out of Studio@620, located at 620 1st
Ave. S., attracting aspiring
artists and actors throughout the bay area. Cumberbatch
organizes
the
monthly talent extravaganza, and even performs
with his band, “REXP, the
Soulful Experience.” In fact
over the years, the show has
become such a hit that plans
to expand over the bridge
into Tampa are in the
works.
“If You Only Knew” will
premier for a one time
showing next Thurs., July
25 at Baywalk. Doors open
at 7 p.m. and it is open to the
public, so pick your best tie,
wiggle into your sleekest
dress and head on out for a
night of food, glamour and

exciting entertainment.
General admission is
$10; VIP is $20 and includes
reserved seating and complimentary concessions.
Tickets can be purchased at
the box office the day of the
event. You can also RSVP to
amazncran@gmail.com, or
call (727) 470-1990.
“It’s going to be a big
event,” he touts and hopes
the community will show up
and give their support for
the local arts and his debut
feature film.
Musical entertainment
will be on hand for the
event, with Cumberbatch’s
band REXP performing live.
He will also host a brief
panel discussion where audience members can meet
the cast and talk to the directors.
A trailer of “If You Only
Knew” can be viewed at
bit.ly/tbt-ifyou. And for
more information about
other artistic events happening in town associated with
Cumberbatch and his Romantic Expressions show,
as well as his film shorts,
check out accwkinc.weebly.com.
“If you are aspiring to
live out any form of a dream
in the world of entertainment,” he added, “coming
out would be an opportunity
to meet and connect with
the people who are for making that happen.”
Cumberbatch’s next feature film is scheduled to be
out sometime in September.
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Does your nonprofit’s special event
help sponsors and underwriters meet
their business objectives? Do the benefits you offer align with the business
needs of your sponsors/ underwriters?
Here are some things to consider as you
build your corporate partnership program.
Philanthropic support can be directed by an executive within the business, through the community relations
department, or its foundation. Marketing dollars are typically secured from
the marketing department. Distinctions
between the two types of giving include
the expected “return on investment.”
Sponsorships from the marketing side
of a business need to advance the business’ objectives. Pursuing such a relationship will require you learn these
objectives; know your demographics;
and are prepared to apply creativity in
creating sponsorship benefits that have
meaning to your partners.
Businesses know who they want to
communicate and interact with. They
know which communication methods
work best with specific target markets,
and they have prioritized their markets.
They will want to know the demographics associated with your event, program,
or nonprofit as a whole, so be prepared.
What do you know about the people you
serve; those attending your events; people you reach by email, social media and
print communications? Can you provide
traditionally requested information such
as gender, race, age, zipcode, income,
education, and children in the household, for your different constituencies
and/or audiences?
Some businesses may value the opportunity to sponsor intimate events that
provide an opportunity to participate in
meaningful conversations with individuals who represent their target market.

CON N ECT
WITH US!

Others know their ideal consumer communicates via social media. Still others
want a very specific demographic such
as highly African American educated females with incomes over $60,000 who
are homeowners. Some businesses will
want to build and strengthen brand loyalty. Others may be searching for a new
market. You won’t know until you do
some research and talk with those responsible for creating or influencing
partnerships.
Here’s the bottom line: Growing a
corporate partnership program requires
data management systems that provide
accurate demographics, as well as staff
– or qualified volunteers – who can manage the program and meet sponsor/underwriter expectations. Focus on your
sponsors’ needs and how your nonprofit
will advance their brand. Be prepared to
answer specific questions such as: How
will results be measured? What will the
metrics be? For events, what happens
before, after and during the event? Are
there multiple “touch points” through
which sponsors can engage with your
audience?
Will
you
provide
sponsors/underwriters with the names
of people attending the events they support? Are you offering industry exclusivity? For example, will you engage five
banks as sponsors, or one bank, one realtor, one national retailer....?
Most businesses know who they
want to communicate with. They also
know their demographic and geographic markets. The question is, are
you a match?
Copyright 2013 – Mel and Pearl
Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors
of “Prerequisites for Fundraising Success.” They position nonprofits for
fundraising success. Visit them at
www.saadandshaw.com.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
NFL stars show up and out for camp
From FOOTBALL , page 1

Kansas City Chiefs wide receiver Jamar Newsome, all
sweated under the hot
Florida sun with one goal in
mind: mentoring and guiding
campers in football.
Proud father Pastor Louis
Murphy Sr. of Mount Zion
Progressive Missionary Baptist Church was in attendance looking on with pride.
“A lot of people make
money off camps,” he said.
“They charge $200-$250 for a
kid to come to camp.”
But 1st Downs 4 Life football camp is free. In fact this
year, due to the increased
popularity of the one-day
camp, organizers were forced
to cutoff registration in order
to provide a quality experience for all who attended.
Participants were divided into
two groups, the 8-13 year olds
and those 14 and up.
1st Downs for Life focused on teaching fundamental football skills and
aimed to correct any bad
habits some players may
have picked up. Learning
proper techniques and
stance as well as blocking,
ball handling, and offensive
and defensive schemes were
discussed, modeled and
practiced.
But the professional players in attendance had a
deeper goal for camp members: teaching participants
how to be leaders on and off
the gridiron. In addition to
athletic prowess, academic
excellence was stressed and
the boys were instructed on
creating a strong moral com-

pass, teamwork and setting
obtainable goals.
“These guys are millionaires and the question is
would we spend our Saturday hanging out with some
kids,” Louis Murphy Sr.
asked. “So I tip my hat to
those that are here and doing
things in the community.”
Murphy Jr. played for
Lakewood High School as a
Spartan and then went on to
play college ball at the University of Florida as a wide
receiver under then Coach
Urban Meyer. He won two
SEC Championships and
through hard work and a relentless focus became one of
the top receivers on the
team. A captain his senior
year, Murphy showed his
mentoring side and was
drafted in the fourth round of
the 2009 NFL Draft by the
Oakland Raiders where he
played until 2011.
Pastor Murphy hopes the
camp will help young athletes see what it takes to
make it not only in professional sports, but also in life.
He hopes the boys will see
that perseverance pays off in
the long run and couldn’t
help reminiscing about those
early days when his son was
just starting out.
“I could never get [him]
to run. It was like, ‘no daddy,
no daddy,’” he recalled of
Murphy Jr.’s younger years.
But after a trick involving the
purchase of a once beloved
action figure, the Pastor got
his wish, signing Murphy up
for his first 100-meter race.

He was six.
“He ran and the first 50
yards looked great,” Pastor
Murphy said. “But that 51st
step, a bear jumped on his
back. The next day they had
practice, he was there. He
didn’t like losing.”
And although the kids on
the field at his camp were
psyched to have the opportunity to meet and practice with
Murphy and the other players, as far as his dad’s concerned the camp signifies so
much more.
“I’m grateful his football
camp is a fundraiser for Mt.
Zion Human Services,” Pastor Murphy explained stating
the proceeds from the event
will provide services to the
local community. “It’s a further extension of what he’s
doing here with the kids.”
Known as the social arm
of the church, Mt. Zion
Human Services funds programs such as Sistahs Surviving Breast Cancer, a
community support organization formed to assist minority women through their
fight against breast cancer,
co-parenting programs, as
well as addiction recovery
programs and various other
care ministries.
So while the St. Petersburg community will benefit
monetarily from the day,
camp participants left the 1st
Downs 4 Life football camp
with learned skills, a chance
to interact with professional
athletes and probably a few
sore muscles. It sure was a
great day to be a kid.

